(19) 



J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europten des brevets 




(12) 



(43) Date of publication: 

13.08.2003 Bulletin 2003/33 

(21) Application number 03002177.8 

(22) Date of filing: 03.02.2003 



(11) EP1 335 512 A2 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) intci7: H04H 1/00, H04L 27/34 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE BG OH CY CZ DE DK EE ES Fl FR GB GR 
HU iE IT LI LU MC NL PT SE SI SK TR 
Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO 

(30) Priority: 05.02.2002 US 68039 

(71) Applicant: Hughes Electronics Corporation 
El Segundo, California 90245-0956 (US) 

(72) Inventors: 

• Chen, Ernest C. 
San Pedro, California 90732 (US) 



• Furuya, Tittany S. 

Los Angeles, Califonia 90066 (US) 

• Hilmes, Philips. 

Santa IMonica, California 90405 (US) 

• Santoru, Joseph 

Agoura Hills, California 91301 (US) 

(74) Representative: GrUnecker, KInlceldey, 

Stocicmair & Schwanhausser Anwaltssozietfit 
Maximliianstrasse 58 
80538 Munchen (DE) 



(54) Preprocessing of the superimposed signals in a layered modulation digital transmission 
scheme to use legacy receivers 



(57) Pre-processing of received signals for a lay- 
ered transmission scheme is disclosed In which different 
data (400A,400B) is transmitted in the same frequency 
band from separate incoherent transmitters possibly lo- 
cated at different locations. This scheme pemriits a back- 
ward compatible upgrade of an existing system. The dif- 
ferent data streams (400A,400B) are transmitted at dif- 



ferent power levels, that Is power division multiplexing 
Is used. At the receiver side, the stronger upper layer 
signal is directly fed to a legacy receiver (41 2A), where- 
as the weaker lower layer signal is pre-processed (41 6) 
before being fed to another legacy receiver (4128). Pre- 
processing is done similar to a multistage receiver, 
which perfomis successive cancellation in order to ex- 
tract each of the data streams. 




Printed by Jouve. 75001 PARIS (FR) 



1 



EP1 335 512 A2 



2 



Description . 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This continuation-in-part application claims 
priority under 35 U.S.C. §120 from United States Patent 
Application No. XXXXX, filed XXXXX, and entitled "LAY- 
ERED MODULATION FOR DIGITAL SIGNALS" and 
from United States Patent Application No. XXXXX, filed 
XXXXX, and entitled "DUAL LAYER SIGNAL 
PROCESSING IN A LAYERED MODULATION DIGITAL 
SIGNAL SYSTEM", which are both incorporated by ref- 
erence herein. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention. 

[0002] The present invention relates generally to sys- 
tems for receiving digital signals, and in particular, to 
systems for receiving layered modulation in digital sig- 
nals. 

2. Description of the Related Art. 

[0003] As various digital signal communication sys- 
tems and services evolve, there is a burgeoning de- 
mand for increased data throughput and added servic- 
es. However, it is more difficult to Implement improve- 
ments in old systems and new services when it is nec- 
essary to replace existing legacy hardware, such as 
transmitters and receivers. New systems and services 
are advantaged when they can utilize existing legacy 
hardware. In the realm of wireless communications, this 
principle is further highlighted by the limited availability 
of electromagnetic spectrum. Thus, it is not possible (or 
at least not practical) to merely transmit enhanced or 
additional data at a new frequency 
[0004] The conventional method of increasing spec- 
tral capacity is to move to a higher-order modulation, 
such as from quadrature phase shift keying (QPSK) to 
eight phase shift keying (8PSK) or sixteen quadrature 
amplitude modulation (16QAM). Unfortunately, QPSK 
receivers cannot demodulate 8PSK or 16QAM signals. 
Asa result, legacy customers with QPSK receivers must 
upgrade their receivers in order to continue to receive 
any signals transmitted with an 8PSK or 16QAM mod- 
ulation. 

[0005] Layered modulation enables systems and 
methods of transmitting signals to accommodate en- 
hanced and increased data throughput without requiring 
additional frequency bands. Systems using layered 
modulation can provide enhanced and increased 
throughput signals for new receivers while remaining 
compatible with legacy receivers. Newer layered mod- 
ulation techniques (such as detailed in United States 
Patent Application No. XXXXX, filed XXXXX, and enti- 
tled "LAYERED MODULATION FOR DIGITAL SIG- 



NALS) also provide the unique advantage of allowing 
transmission signals to be upgraded from a source sep- 
arate from the legacy transmitter. In otherwords, the lay- 
ered signals can be asynchronous and/or non-coherent. 

^ [0006] Related receiver systems for layered signals 
have also been described, such as those found in United 
States Patent No. 4,039,961, which is incorporated by 
reference herein. However, such receiver systems are 
based on analog circuits, synchronized by a voltage 

10 control oscillator. In addition, such receiver systems are 
limited because they are designed to only receive co- 
herent layered signals, i.e. signals that are synchro- 
nously produced. 

[0007] Accommodating legacy receivers is also an 

15 important consideration when layered modulation is em- 
ployed to enhance a preexisting system. Although prop- 
er design of the layered modulation signal can enable 
legacy receivers to receive legacy layers of the signal, 
the new signal layers will not be accessible by legacy 

20 receivers. In addition, it may not always be possible (or 
preferable) to accommodate the legacy receivers in de- 
signing the new layered modulation signal. In which 
case, the legacy receivers would be rendered Incompat- 
ible with the new layered modulation signal. 

25 [0008] There is a need for systems and methods for 
receiving and processing the layered modulation sig- 
nals. There is also a need for systems and methods to 
enable legacy receivers to receive all layers of the lay- 
ered signal. There is further a need for systems and 

30 methods which enable legacy receivers to be operable 
if the layered modulation signal is othenvise incompati- 
ble with the legacy receiver. The present invention 
meets these needs. 

35 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0009] The present invention provides a flexible and 
expandable apparatus that can be implemented with 
high speed logic circuit technology capable of perfomi- 

40 ing demodulator functions and processing of received 
layered modulation signals in real-time. The invention 
utilizes high speed digitization of the Incoming signal to 
prepare it for further high-speed digital processing. The 
invention enables a receive system architecture where- 

45 in the Incoming signal is split and separately directed to 
distinct integrated receiver/decoders (IRDs). The sys- 
tem facilitates compatibility with legacy IRDs. One leg- 
acy IRD can be used to receive the upper modulation 
layer as it would receive a conventional uniayered sig- 

so nal. In this IRD the lower modulation layer is ignored as 
noise. A second legacy IRD receives a signal that has 
been preprocessed to extract and convert the lower 
modulation signal to a legacy IRD compatible signal. 
[001 0] An exemplary apparatus comprises a tuner for 

55 receiving a layered signal and producing a layered in- 
phase signal and a layered quadrature signal therefrom, 
an analog-to-digital converter for digitizing the layered 
in-phase signal and the layered quadrature signal, a 
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processor for decoding the layered in-phase signal and 
the layered quadrature signal to produce a single layer 
In-phase signal and a single layer quadrature signal, a 
digital-to-analog encoder for converting the single layer 
in-phase signal and the single layer quadrature signal 
to a single layer in-phase analog signal and a single lay- 
er quadrature analog signal and a modulator for modu- 
lating the single layer in-phase analog signal and the 
single layer quadrature analog signal to produce a sin- 
gle layer signal. 

[0011] Preferably, the layered signal is designed to be 
compatible with a legacy receiver such that at least one 
signal layer is decodeable directly from the layered sig- 
nal with the legacy receiver. The apparatus produces a 
single layer signal that is also decodeable with a legacy 
receiver. 

[0012] To facilitate high speed signal processing, the 
processor can comprise a logic circuit. Decoding by the 
processor can start with match filtering the layered in- 
phase signal and the layered quadrature signal. 
[0013] In one embodiment, the processor demodu- 
lates and decodes an upper layer signal from the lay- 
ered in-phase signal and the layered quadrature signal. 
The processor further produces an ideal noise free up- 
per layer signal including an ideal in-phase upper layer 
signal and an ideal quadrature upper layer signal from 
the decoded upper layer signal and subtracts the ideal 
in-phase upper layer signal and the ideal quadrature up- 
per layer signal from the layered in-phase signal and the 
layered quadrature signal, respectively, to produce the 
single lower layer in-phase signal and the single lower 
layer quadrature signal. In a further embodiment, the 
layered In-phase signal and the layered quadrature sig- 
nal are delayed to synchronize the subtraction. 
[001 4] In other embodiments, producing the ideal up- 
per layer signal comprises signal processing the ideal 
In-phase upper layer signal and the ideal quadrature up- 
per layer signal. Signal processing the ideal upper layer 
can include many elements, including pulse shaping the 
ideal In-phase upper layer signal and the ideal quadra- 
ture upper layer signal. Signal mapping to account for 
transmission distortions of the layered analog signal can 
also be applied to the ideal in-phase upper layer signal 
and the Ideal quadrature upper layer signal. The ideal 
upper layer signal can also be processed by amplitude 
and phase matching with the layered signal to improve 
signal subtraction results. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] Referring now to the drawings in which like ref- 
erence numbers represent corresponding parts 
throughout: 

[0016] FIGS. 1A - 1C illustrate the relationship of sig- 
nal layers in a layered modulation transmission; 
[0017] FIGS. 2A - 2C illustrate a signal constellation 
of a second transmission layer over a first transmission 
layer non-coherently; 



[001 8] FIG . 3 is a block diagram for a typical transmis- 
sion system for a receiver of the invention; 
[0019] FIG. 4 Is a block diagram of a receiving archi- 
tecture of the invention; 
5 [0020] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a layered modula- 
tion decoder of the invention; and 
[0021 ] FIG. 6 is a method of a layered modulation de- 
coding according to the invention. 

10 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0022] In the following description, reference is made 
to the accompanying drawings which form a part hereof, 
15 and which show, by way of illustration, several embod- 
iments of the present invention. It is understood that oth- 
er embodiments may be utilized and structural changes 
may be made without departing from the scope of the 
present invention. 

20 

1. OVERVIEW 

[0023] The present invention provides for the recep- 
tion of non-coherent legacy layered modulation signals 

25 using legacy receivers. The signal layers can be Inde- 
pendently modulated and coded. Signal layers which 
are othenwise incompatible with the legacy receiver are 
preprocessed in a layered modulation decoder to con- 
vert them to a compatible fomriat. Thus, all layers of the 

30 layered modulation signal can be received by splitting 
the incoming signal and directing it to different legacy 
receivers, preprocessing as necessary to extract the de- 
sired layer and present It In a compatible forniat. Pref- 
erably, at least one layer of the signal Is compatible with 

35 a legacy receiver without being preprocessed. 

2. LAYERED SIGNALS 

[0024] FIGS. 1 A - 1 C and FIGS. 2A - 2C Illustrate and 

40 QPSK signal fonnat in a two-layer example. FIGS. 1 A - 
1C illustrate the basic relationship of signal layers in a 
layered modulation transmission. FIG. 1A illustrates a 
upper layer signal constellation ICQ of a transmission 
signal showing the signal points or symbols 102. FIG. 

45 1 B illustrates the lower layer signal constellation of sym- 
bols 104 over the upper layer signal constellation 100 
where the layers are coherent. FIG. 1 C illustrates a low- 
er signal layer 106 of a lower transmission layer over 
the upper layer constellation where the layers may be 

50 non-coherent. The lower layer 1 06 rotates about the up- 
per layer constellation 102 due to the relative modulat- 
ing frequencies of the two layers in a non-coherent 
transmission. Both the upper and lower layers rotate 
about the origin due to the upper layer modulation fre- 

55 quency as described by path 1 08. 

[0025] FIGS. 2A - 20 Illustrate a signal constellation 
of a lower transmission layer over the upper transmis- 
sion layer after upper layer demodulation. FIG. 2A 
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shows the constellation 200 before the upper carrier re- 
covery loop (CRL) and FIG. 2B shows the constellation 
200 after CRL. In this case, the signal points of the lower 
layer are rings 202. FIG. 2C depicts a phase distribution 
of the received signal with respect to nodes 102. As 
mentioned above, relative modulating frequencies 
cause the lower layer constellation to rotate around the 
nodes of the upper layer constellation. After the lower 
layer CRL this rotation is eliminated. The radius of the 
lower layer constellation is determined by its power lev- 
el. The thickness of the rings 202 is detemiined by the 
carrier to noise ratio (CNR) of the lower layer. 
[0026] FIG. 3 is a block diagram for a typical system 
300 of transmitting and receiving layered signals. Sep- 
arate transmitters 31 6A, 31 6B, as may be located on 
any suitable platform, such as satellites 306A, 306B, are 
used to non-coherently transmit different layers of a sig- 
nal of the present invention. It is noted that the transmit- 
ters may also be positioned on the same platform. Up- 
link signals are typically transmitted to each satellite 
306A, 3068 from one or more transmit stations 304 via 
an antenna 302. The layered signals 308A, 308B (down- 
link signals) are received at receiver antennas 312, 320 
(which can alternately be a single antenna), such as sat- 
ellite dishes, each with a low noise block (LNB) 31 0, 31 8 
(which can likewise be a single LNB) where they are 
then coupled to legacy integrated receiver/decoders 
(I RDs) 322. One of the layered signals 308 A can be dis- 
tinguished and processed directly by the legacy IRD 
322. Note that one satellite dish with one LNB can also 
be used to receive both the upper and lower layers. 
[0027] With the Invention, one legacy IRD 31 4 has the 
received layered signals 308A, 308B preprocessed In 
the layered modulation decoder 324 to separate and 
convert one of the layered signals 308B to a format com- 
patible with the legacy IRDs 31 4, 322. It should be noted 
that antennas 312, 320 can each comprise more than 
one directional receiving dish to receive layered signals 
308A, 3088 from separate satellites as will be detailed 
in the receiver system described hereafter 
[0028] In addition, because the signal layers may be 
transmitted non-coherently, separate transmission lay- 
ers may be added at any time using different satellites 
306A, 306B or other suitable platforms, such as ground 
based or high altitude platfomns. Thus, any composite 
signal, including new additional signal layers will be 
backwards compatible with legacy receivers which will 
disregard the new signal layers. To ensure that the sig- 
nals are distinguishable, the combined signal and noise 
level for the lower layer must be at or below the allowed 
noise floor for the upper layer Alternate receiver sys- 
tems employing the invention described here can be 
constructed to decode signals having more than two sig- 
nal layers. 

3. RECEIVER SYSTEM 

[0029] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a receiving archi- 



tecture for demonstrating the invention method. Emu- 
lated layered signals 400A, 4008 are received by receiv- 
ing dishes 402A, 402B (which can altemately be com- 
bined in a single dish with a single LNB). The signals 
5 400A, 4008 can each be transmitted by distinct trans- 
mitters from a single or separate satellites, but they exist 
in interfering frequency bands, e.g. 12.5 GHz. The re- 
ceived layered signals 400A, 400B are then directed 
through respective low noise blocks (LNBs) 404A, 404B 
10 and attenuators 406A, 4068. The LNBs 404A, 4048 
convert each of the received layered signals 400 A, 4008 
to an intemnediate frequency range, e.g. 950-1460 MHz. 
The layered signals are combined at the summation 
block 408, with their relative power levels adjusted by 
the attenuators 406A, 406B. 

[0030] It should be noted that the details regarding the 
reception of the layered signal up to the summation 
block 408 are not critical to the operation of the invention 
and shown only as one example. Many designs are pos- 
sible. For example, as previously mentioned, the same 
receiver dish can be used for both layered signals 400A, 
400B. The result of two acceptably interfering layered 
signals on the same input is the only requirement. 
[0031] The combined layered signals 400A, 4008 can 
then be split at splitter 410 to direct the layered signal 
to alternate legacy IRDs 41 2A, 41 2B. One of the legacy 
IRDs 41 2A demodulates and decodes the upper layer 
signal of the signals 400A, 4008 and ignores the other 
as noise. The decoded upper layer signal is then deliv- 
ered to a display 41 4A. The other legacy IRD 41 28 has 
the layered signals 400A, 400B preprocessed by a lay- 
ered modulation decoder 416 such that the lower layer 
signal of the signals 400A, 400B Is converted to a signal 
compatible with the other legacy IRD 412B (and the up- 
per layer signal of the signals 400A, 4008 is effectively 
filtered out). The converted lower layer signal Is then de- 
modulated and decoded by the other legacy IRD 4128 
and the result delivered to a display 4148. Of course, 
alternate architectures can employ a single display 
switched between signals from the separate I RDs 41 2A, 
4128. 

4. LAYERED MODULATION DECODER 

[0032] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a layered modula- 
tion decoder 416 of the invention. The layered modula- 
tion decoder 41 6 preprocesses an incoming layered sig- 
nal to extract a lower layer signal and convert it to a sig- 
nal that is decodable by a legacy receiver, as previously 
discussed. 

[0033] After the splitter 440, the Incoming layered sig- 
nal is upper tuned to convert it to a baseband in-phase 
(I) and quadrature (0) signal by tuner 500. The separate 
signals can then be filtered by a low pass filter 502 in 
preparation for digitizing. The signals are then digitized 
at a high sampling rate and sufficient resolution by an 
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 504. A dual channel 
ADC 504 or separate ADCs can be used for the sepa- 
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rate in-phase and quadrature signals. The digitized sig- 
nals are then communicated to a processor 506. 
[0034] The processor 506 for extracting a lower layer 
signal can be Implemented as a logic circuit. The enter- 
ing digitized In-phase and quadrature signals can be first 
split into two paths that will become the upper layer and 
composite layered signals. On the signal path for the 
upper layer, the in-phase and quadrature signals can 
first be passed through a frequency acquisition loop 
508. The can then be filtered through a finite impulse 
response (FIR) matched filter 610. A demodulator 512 
demodulates the signals, using carrier and timing recov- 
ery loops to produce demodulated layered in-phase and 
quadrature signals. The demodulated signals are then 
decoded by decoder 514 which can incorporate Viterbi 
decoding, deinterleaving and Reed-Solomon (RS) de- 
coding functions as appropriate to accurately determine 
the upper layer symbols. The decoded upper layer sym- 
bols are then applied to an encoder 51 6 in order to pro- 
duce an ideal upper layer signal (i.e. an upper layer sig- 
nal transmitted without the noise and/or interference of 
the lower layer signal). The encoded signal emerges 
again as in-phase and quadrature signal components. 
A variety of signal processing techniques can be applied 
to these signals to produce the ideal upper layer 
[0035] The Ideal upper layer signal can be filtered 
through an FIR matched filter 51 8. Characteristics of the 
transmission (e.g. amplifier nonllnearitles, etc.) can be 
accounted for by signal maps 520, such as an amplitude 
modulation to amplitude modulation (AM/AM) map and/ 
or an amplitude modulation to phase modulation map 
(AM/PIVI). These signal maps 520 can be updated to ac- 
count for changes in the transmission characteristics of 
the satellite. The signal maps 520 are applied 522 to the 
encoded signals to simulate downlinic transmission of 
an upper layer signal. Similarly, an additional FIR 
matched filter 526 can also be applied after accounting 
for transmission characteristics 522. In addition, an up- 
per layer amplitude and phase matching function 528, 
driven by the demodulated layered signal and the ideal 
reconstructed upper layer signal, can also be used to 
generate matching coefficients. The matching coeffi- 
cients are applied 524 to the reconstructed upper layer 
signal to ensure that it is appropriately scaled in magni- 
tude and rotated in phase as compared to the layered 
signal, for maximum cancellation in the final signal sub- 
traction. 

[0036] Ultimately the ideal reconstructed in-phase 
and quadrature signals for the upper layer are subtract- 
ed from the layered in-phase and quadrature signals 
that are produced by the demodulator at a subtracter 
538. A timing and phase compensation function 532 is 
applied to the second layered path entering the proces- 
sor 506, using infomnation from the demodulator 512. A 
fixed delay 534 can be applied to the second layered 
signal path to detemnine the appropriate delay to align 
the layered and ideal signals to generate matching co- 
efficients 528. The delayed layered signal is split and in 



one path, an FIR matched filter 530 can be applied to it 
before generating matching coefficients 528. The sec- 
ond delayed layered signal path is delayed again 536 to 
align It appropriately with the ideal upper layer signal for 

s subtraction 538. The results of the subtraction are the 
in-phase and quadrature signals of the lower layer. 
[0037] The in-phase and quadrature signals of the 
lower layer, output from the subtracter 538, are first con- 
verted to analog signals in an digital-to-analog converter 

10 (DAC) 540. The DAC essentially reverses the prior dig- 
itizing and therefore may use the same sampling rate 
and resolution. Following this, the analog fomi signals 
can be filtered by a low pass filter 542 and passed to a 
modulator 544 (e.g. a QPSK modulator) to produce the 

15 lower layer signal in a format for a legacy receiver to 
decode, as the output of the processor 41 6. 
[0038] FIG. 6 describes a method of a layered modu- 
lation decoding according to the invention. A layered 
signal is received a layered in-phase signal and a lay- 

20 ered quadrature signal are produced from it at block 
600. Next, the layered in-phase signal and the layered 
quadrature signal are digitized at block 602. At block 
604, the layered in-phase signal and the layered quad- 
rature signal are decoded to produce a single layer in- 

25 phase signal and a single layer quadrature signal. Then 
at block 606, the single layer in-phase signal and the 
single layer quadrature signal are converted to a single 
layer in-phase analog signal and a single layer quadra- 
ture analog signal. Finally, at block 608 the single layer 

30 in-phase analog signal and the single layer quadrature 
analog signal are modulated to produce a single layer 
signal. 

CONCLUSION 

35 

[0039] The foregoing description including the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention has been presented 
for the purposes of illustration and description. It is not 
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the 

40 precise fomi disclosed. Many modifications and varia- 
tions are possible in light of the above teaching. It is in- 
tended that the scope of the Invention be limited not by 
this detailed description, but rather by the claims ap- 
pended hereto. The above specification, examples and 

45 data provide a complete description of the manufacture 
and use of the invention. Since many embodiments of 
the invention can be made without departing from the 
scope of the invention, the invention resides in the 
claims hereinafter appended. 

50 

Claims 

1 . An apparatus for receiving a non-coherent layered 
55 modulation signal, comprising: 

a tuner (500) for receiving a layered signal and 
producing a layered in-phase signal and a lay- 
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ered quadrature signal therefrom; 
an analog-to-digrtal converter (504) for digitiz- 
ing the layered in-phase signal and the layered 
quadrature signal; 

a processor (506) for decoding the layered In- s 
phase signal and the layered quadrature signal 
to produce a single layer In-phase signal and a 
single layer quadrature signal; 
a digital-to-analog encoder (540) for converting 
the single layer In-phase signal and the single 
layer quadrature signal to a single layer in- 
phase analog signal and a single layer quadra- 
ture analog signal; and 

a modulator (544) for modulating the single lay- 
er In-phase analog signal and the single layer is 
quadrature analog signal to produce a single 
layer signal. 

The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein decoding by the 
processor comprises match filtering (510) the lay- 20 
ered in-phase signal and the layered quadrature 
signal. 

The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the processor 
demodulates (51 2) and decodes (51 4) an upper lay- 25 
er signal from the layered in-phase signal and the 
layered quadrature signal. 

The apparatus of Claim 3, wherein the processor 
produces an ideal upper layer signal Including an 30 
ideal in-phase upper layer signal and an Ideal quad- 
rature upper layer signal from the decoded upper 
layer signal and subtracts (538) the Ideal In-phase 
upper layer signal and the ideal quadrature upper 
layer signal from the layered In-phase signal and 35 
the layered quadrature signal, respectively, to pro- 
duce the single layer in-phase signal and the single 
layer quadrature signal. 

The apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the layered in- 40 
phase signal and the layered quadrature signal are 
delayed (534, 536) to synchronize the subtraction. 

The apparatus of Claim 4, wherein producing the 
ideal upper layer signal comprises signal process- 45 
ing the ideal in-phase upper layer signal and the Ide- 
al quadrature upper layer signal. 

The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein signal process- 
ing the ideal in-phase upper layer signal and the ide- so 
al quadrature upper layer signal comprises applying 
a signal map (520, 522) to the ideal in-phase upper 
layer signal and the ideal quadrature upper layer 
signal, the signal map accounting for transmission 
distortions of the layered signal. 55 

The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein signal process- 
ing the ideal in-phase upper layer signal and the ide- 



al quadrature upper layer signal comprises ampli- 
tude and phase matching (528) the ideal in-phase 
upper layer signal and the ideal quadrature upper 
layer signal with the layered In-phase signal and the 
layered quadrature signal, respectively. 

9. A method of receiving a non-coherent layered mod- 
ulation signal, comprising the steps of: 

receiving (600) a layered signal and producing 
a layered in-phase signal and a layered quad- 
rature signal therefrom; 

digitizing (602) the layered in-phase signal and 
the layered quadrature signal; 
decoding (604) the layered in-phase signal and 
the layered quadrature signal to produce a sin- 
gle layer in-phase signal and a single layer 
quadrature signal; 

converting (606) the single layer in-phase sig- 
nal and the single layer quadrature signal to a 
single layer In-phase analog signal and a single 
layer quadrature analog signal; and 
modulating (608) the single layer in-phase an- 
alog signal and the single layer quadrature an- 
alog signal to produce a single layer signal. 

10. The method of Claim 9, wherein the step of decod- 
ing comprises demodulating (512) and decoding 
(514) an upper layer signal from the layered In- 
phase signal and the layered quadrature signal. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the step of decod- 
ing comprises producing an Ideal upper layer signal 
Including an Ideal In-phase upper layer signal and 
an ideal quadrature upper layer signal from the de- 
coded upper layer signal and subtracting (538) the 
ideal in-phase upper layer signal and the ideal 
quadrature upper layer signal from the layered in- 
phase signal and the layered quadrature signal, re- 
spectively, to produce the single layer in-phase sig- 
nal and the single layer quadrature signal. 

12. The method of Claim 1 1 , wherein the step of decod- 
ing further comprises delaying (534, 536) the lay- 
ered in-phase signal and the layered quadrature 
signal to synchronize the subtraction. 
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Receive a layered signal arid produce a layered 
in-phase signal and a layered quadrature signal 
therefrom. 
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Digitize the layered in-phase signal and the 
layered quadrature signal. 



Decode the layered in-phase signal and the 
layered quadrature signal to produce a single 

layer in-phase signal and a single layer 
quadrature signal. 



] r 

Convert the single layer in-phase signal and the 
single layer quadrature signal to a single layer 

In-phase analog signal and a single layer 
quadrature analog signal. 



Modulate the single layer in-phase analog signal 
and the single layer quadrature analog signal to 
produce a single layer signal. 



FIG. 6 



(19) 



J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 




(12) 



(11) EP 1 335 512 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

22.10.2003 Bulletin 2003/43 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

13.08.2003 Bulletin 2003/33 

(21) /Vpplication number: 03002177.8 

(22) Date of filing: 03.02.2003 



(51) intci7: H04H 1/00. H04L 27/34, 
H04B 7/185 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


• Furuya, Tittany S. 


AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES Fl FR GB GR 


Los Angeles, Califonia 90066 (US) 


HU IE IT LI LU MC NL PT SE SI SK TR 


• Hilmes, Philips. 


Designated Extension States: 


Santa IVIonica, California 90405 (US) 


AL LT LV MK RO 


• Santoru, Joseph 




Agoura Hills, California 91301 (US) 


(30) Priority: 05.02.2002 US 68039 






(74) Representative: GrQneclcer, Kiniceldey, 


(71) Applicant: Hughes Electronics Corporation 


Stocl(mair & Schwanhausser Anwaltssozietat 


El Segundo, California 90245-0956 (US) 


Maximiiianstrasse 58 




80538 Munchen (DE) 


(72) Inventors: 


• Chen, Ernest C. 




San Pedro, California 90732 (US) 





(54) Preprocessing of the superimposed signals in a layered modulation digital transmission 
scheme to use legacy receivers 



(57) Pre-processing of received signals for a lay- 
ered transmission scheme is disclosed in which different 
data (400A,400B) Is transmitted in the same frequency 
band from separate incoherent transmitters possibly lo- 
cated at different locations. This scheme pemiits a back- 
ward compatible upgrade of an existing system. The dif- 
ferent data streams (400A,400B) are transmitted at dif- 



ferent power levels, that is power division multiplexing 
Is used. At the receiver side, the stronger upper layer 
signal is directly fed to a legacy receiver (41 2A), where- 
as the weaker lower layer signal is pre-processed (41 6) 
before being fed to another legacy receiver (4128). Pre- 
processing is done similar to a multistage receiver, 
which perfonns successive cancellation In order to ex- 
tract each of the data streams. 




Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



EP1 335 512 A3 



J) 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



AppBcaiian Number 
EP 03 ee 2177 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSiFICATION OF THE 
APPUCATION (IntCl.T) 



HAZZINI G: "Power division multiple 
access" 

UNIVERSAL PERSONAL COMMUNICATIONS, 1998. 
ICUPC '98. IEEE 1998 INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON FLORENCE. ITALY 5-9 OCT. 
1998, NEW YORK. NY. USAJEEE. US. 
5 October 1998 (1998-10-05). pages 
543-546. XP8ie314962 
ISBN: 0-7803-5106-1 

* abstract * 

* sections I, II and IV * 



US 5 430 770 A (ABBEY DUAME L) 
4 July 1995 (1995-07-04) 



1-6.8-12 



H04H1/00 

H04L27/34 

H04B7/185 



1-6,8-12 



column 1, paragraph 
column 2. line 11 - 
column 2, line 15 - 
column 2, line 46 - 
column 4. line 65 - 
figures 2.3 * 



1 

line 13 * 
line 40 * 
line 51 * 
column 5» 



line 4 * 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnl.CI.7) 



EP Q 356 096 A (MYERS GLEN A) 
28 February 1990 (1990-02-28) 

* abstract * 

* figure 1 * 

* column 1, line 7 - line 8 * 

* column 3, paragraph 2 * 

* column 3, line 48 - line 58 ^ 

* column 5. line 7 - line 42 * 



1-6.8-12 



H04H 
H04L 
H04B 



The present search report has been drawn up for ail claims 



Place of taaich 

MUNICH 



Date ot comptetion Of Ih0 Starch 

21 July 2Qe3 



Exantiner 

Stolte, N 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOOUMEMTS 

X : particularty refevant 9 taken alone 

Y : partiaubuly relevant 9 contiined with enolher 

cbcument of th« sam» category 
A : technotogloal baekgpotmd 
O I aofMvnttsn ifisdosurs 
P I interfnedtste documwit 



T : theory or prinoipie underlving the hvention 
E : eariier patent dooumertf, but pubfished on, or 

after the fSng date 
D * doouniDfit oltod In ttie sppQoatian 
L : document dted for ath«r roaaons 



& : member of the eame patent family, ooneepondng 
documsnt 



2 



EP 1 335 512 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 
EP 03 00 2177 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



GKatiop of document with indcation, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPUCAHON (tntCLT) 



SALEH A A M ET AL: "ADAPTIVE 

LINEARIZATION OF POWER AMPLIFIERS IN 

DIGITAL RADIO SYSTEMS" 

BELL SYSTEM TECHNICAL JOURNAL, AMERICAN 

TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH CO. NEW YORK, US, 

vol. 62, no. 4, PART 1, 

1 April 1983 (1983-04-01), pages 

1019-1933, XP002028354 

* section II, paragraph 1 * 

* page 1024, paragraph 2 * 

US 5 966 412 A (RAHASWAMY KUMAR) 
12 October 1999 (1999-19-12) 

* abstract * 

* page 2, line 53 - line 54 * 

* column 3, line 2 - line 4 * 

* column 6. line 17 - line 20 

* column 8, line 45 - line 50 



KANNAN RAMCHANDRAN: "MULTIRESOLUTION 
BROADCAST FOR DIGITAL HDTV USING JOINT 
SOURCE/ CHANNEL CODING" 
IEEE JOURNAL ON SELECTED AREAS IN 
COMMUNICATIONS, IEEE INC. NEW YORK. US, 
vol. 11, no. 1, 1993, pages 6-22, 
XP000377993 
ISSN: 0733-8716 

* page 10, right-hand column, last 
paragraph; figures 6,10 * 

TIMOTHY PRATT. CHARLES W. BOSTIAN: 

"Satellite Comnuni cations" 

1986 , JOHN WILEY & SONS , NEW YORK 

XP002248387 

* page 408, paragraph 3 * 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



1-12 



1-12 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt.CI.7) 



1-12 



Place of search 

MUNICH 



Date of oonfjletion of ihe eeaich 

21 July 2003 



Exarnner 

Stolte, N 



CATEGORY OF CTTED DOCUMENTrs 

X : particularly relevant if taken alone 

Y : particuiarly relevant if combined wfth anoiiier 

document of Ihe same category 
A : teohnotogioal baokground 
O : non-written dtsatasure 
P : intsrfnediate document 



T : theory or principle underfying the invention 
C : eoriier potent document, but pubfohed en, or 

after the fing date 
0 1 document cited in the app&cation 
L : document dtsd for other reasons 



& meifdMf of the same patent family* oonespontfing 



3 



EP1 33S512A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 03 GO 2177 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report. 
The members are as contained h the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of infonnation. 

21-67-2093 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 



Patent family 
member(8) 



Put>lication 
date 



us 5430770 


A 


04-07-1995 


NONE 






EP 03S6G96 


A 


28-02-1990 


US 


4859958 A 


22-08-1989 








US 


4992747 A 


12-02-1991 








CA 


1332951 C 


08-11-1994 








CN 


1040467 A ,B 


14-03-1990 








DE 


68921265 01 


30-03-1995 








DE 


68921265 T2 


02-11-1995 








EP 


8356896 A2 


28-02-1990 








JP 


4503738 T 


02-07-1992 








WO 


9002445 Al 


08-03-1990 


US 5966412 


A 


12-10-1999 


AU 


7975098 A 


19-01-1999 








BR 


9810476 A 


19-09-2000 








CN 


1261491 T 


26-07-2000 








EP 


G988738 Al 


29-03-2000 








JP 


2802507358 T 


05-03-2002 








WO 


9900957 Al 


07-01-1999 



I For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Ollioe, Na. 1 2tOZ 



4 



